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POINTERS 


The Ceylon Reunion Scheme is the most important matter 
printed in our Journal this mont, and will- be found on page 20. 
It is a positive contribution frony the Catholic side to the cause 
of reunion and ts worthy of the most careful consideration of 
all who desire, and work and pray for, the reunion of all Christians 
? in the Church of Christ. No scheme is ever likely to receive the 
immediate acceptance of all the parties to it, and these proposals 
are bound to be subjected to close scrutiny. and criticism. We 
should, therefore, pray for all those in Ceylon, both Anglicans and 
Methodists, on whom rests the responsibility for the detailed 
consideration and discussion of the scheme that they may be 
brought to right conclusiotis, so that we ‘may all be‘drawn nearer 

to that peace and unity which is according to God's will. 

* poate: * * 


The Bishop of Nyasaland’s second important question for the 
Anghean Communion to decide in regard to the South India 
Seheme for reunion, viz., How does the action of the Church of 
India, Burma and Ceylon in adopting the Scheme aftect its rela- 
tions with the rest of the Anglican Communion, is considered in 

! our second quotation on page 35 from his statement on South India 

-~ . in the Nyasaland Diocesan Chronicle. The first’ quotation, in 

which the Bishop stated bis reasons why “ we as a diocese could 

not be in communion with the United Church of Soutly India,” was 

printed last month. The series will be concluded by a third extract 
giving the Bishop's words on the wider tissues of reunion. 


FAITH UNITY 


The Church Assembly discusses matters relevant to the subject 
of reunion from time totime, and one of the members of the Assem- 
bly has kindly undertaken to send us a note about such discussions 
when they occur. There was not sufficient space for his first 
article in our last number, but as its subject is of some importance 
we are printing it this month on page 28. : 

* * * 


The Day of Prayer organized by the Council is to be observed 
again this year. Its object is to pray for the triumph of the 
Church over the obstacles and perils which beset the way to | 
Christian unity, and in particular that the faith and order of tlie 
Church may be preserved perfect and entire in any schemes of 
reunion which may be put forward, In some parishes it has been 
found more convenient to observe theslay on a Sunday, in others 
on a week-day. Alternative dates are, therefore, sugested for °. 
the holding of the day this year. It is proposed that the day 
should be observed either on ‘Thursday, October 17th, or on the 
following Sunday, October 20th. As in previous years a prayer 
paper and a leaflet will be available. Further, details will be 
announced next month. 

* | * 

A correspondent in the United States of America writes to us of 

the appearance of the majority, and minority reports of the 
Joint C ommission on Approaches to Unity (a Joint Commission,’ 
he explains, “is a body authorized by General Convention with 
‘equal numbers of bishops, priests and laymen, the last two 
groups not necessarily members of the Convention). The majority. 
in effect proposes union with the Presbyterians on_ strictly 
Presbyterian principles—bisliops “feduced to permanent modera- 
tors, a one-house convention of ° bishops, presbyters (priests), 
and ruling elders,’ and a service of * mutual recognition and 
extension of-authority to minister ' at the union: The majority 
is three bishops, three priests and four laymen, and signs with the 
reservation that some of its members merely endorse the study 

. of the proposal without committing themselves to support it. 
The minority is solid and takes the vigorous position that such 
proposals which would simply abandon our tradition for the 
Presbyterian are not even worth considering.  Signific antly this 
group includes all the parish priests on the commission. . . . We 
probably owe’a good deal to the Presbyterian delegates, w ho stood 
more definitely for their principles than some of our representa- 
tives did for ours. Even if General Convention should or e 
the proposals, no formal action would be possible until the General 


Convention of 1949.’ 
* * * 


_ The Archbishop of Canterbury appears from press reports to | 
have achieved but little success in his approaches to the Non- ~- : 
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conformists. A little while ago, when addressing the Free Church - 


“Federal Council, he asked whether they regarded the seatch for 


agreement in matters of faith as a thing worth pursuing. In July 


at the Methodist Church Conference ie asked the same question, 


saying that he had received no answer to his former question, 


— except from a man who had described it as ‘‘a phantom or 


mirage.’ The reply given at the Methodist Conference by the 
Rev. Frank Ballard, the Congregationalist Moderator of the Free 
Church Federal Council, seems to have been little more encourag- 

He said there were many different views in the Federal 
Council, and that it was difficult for anyone to speak for all and 


would be fatal to too quicklyyor too dogmatically. 


The Principles of the Baptists are not ours, but we honour them 
for sticking to those principles so long as they believe them to 
be true. In an address given at Leverstock Green Village Hall 
recently the Rev. E. H. Robertson of Dagnall Street Baptist 
Church,-St. Albans, is reported by the Herts Advertiser and St. 
Albans Times to have said, “that before we could take any 
effective steps towards the union of the Christian Churches, we 
must recognize two things: That the principles for which the 
denominations stood were important, and that the Church of. 


Christ was a world Church and not a national Church. 


* Too many schemes had failed because they worked upon the 
understanding that we should all agree to deny our principles on 
condition that everybody else denied theirs. A united Church of 
this kind would be no better than the ship we might build from 
the salvaged pieces of a mighty fleet. What we looked for was a 
fleet under a single command, with each ship making its full 
contribution to the combined efforts, not a patchwork cruiser 
of uncertain merit. For this reason, one of the first steps which 
each denomination must take was to re-examine the principles 
for which it stood. 

‘“ We must also keep the world Church in view if we were to 
avoid creating greater disunity. A united Church in England 
might mean one more denomination, and, if this was repeated in 
every country of the world, we should have created a series of 


‘national Churches rending asunder that world fellowship which 


was our ar 


* * * 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 


Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 


Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 


numbers of Faith and~Unity are available and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. a 
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THE CHURCH ASSEMBLY AND THE 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


A Lively Debate 


AT the poe Session of the Church Assembly Mr. Peter Winck- 
worth initiated a lively and useful discussion on the British Council 
of Churches by moving to reduce by {5 the annual vote for the 
ve (£1,275): A long series of speakers, mostly lay people, 

upported him. They made it clear that this was not an attack 
upon, the British Council of Churches as such, but a criticism of 
certain uses to which it had been put by the authorities of the 
Church of England. It was made unmistakably plain that there 
was widespread criticism of the tendency to hand over theological 
judgments to a body which is not the Church or an organ of the 
: C hurch, and that those who show a disposition to do this perform 
a serious disservice to the British Council of Churches in the 
opinion of informed Church people. It would indeed be a great 
pity if an instrument of such potential value were to become 
identified in the minds of Churchmen with the * interdenomina- 
tional racket.” It is not by its aims or constitution adapted to 
anything of the sort, and it is only an abuse of it which could 
make it appear so. The Bishop of Gloucester and the Archdeacon 
of Sheffield attempted to misrepresent the point of the debate 
as an imputation of personal disloy ralty to the Church of England 
made against those who supported the work of the British Council. 
But they were quickly corrected by the Bishop of Derby, who 
made the speech of the afternoon, drawing loud applause from 
the house at the close of three hours of fresh and interesting debate. 
He emphasized the fact that the speeches in support of the motion 
had made it clear that this was no attempt to sabotage the British 
Council of Churches at all, but a protest arising out of a profound 
theological concern that the Church of England should fulfil ‘its 
awn responsibilities under the Gospel, not only to proclaim, but 
-to interpret and apply the Gospel to the circumstances of our 
own day. He thought that this concern was both sincere and 
justified. The motion was by leave withdrawn, but the Assembly 
showed itself of his opinion later by making different provision 
for Anglican representation on the Council itself and new arrange- 
ments for a closer contact of the Assembly with the work of the 
new representati ives, 
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REUNION 


Reprinted from The Ceylon Church Union Gazette, June 1946 


A Scheme acceptable to Catholics. 


As most people are aware, the scheme for reunion in South 
India has not the full approval of all members of the Anglican 
Communion. Negotiations are now taking place in Ceylon for 
reunion among the non-Roman Communions. - We publish 
below a draft scheme drawn up by the Theological Committee 
of the English Church Union and approved by the Church Union 
Council in England. A few minor amendments have been made by 
the Executive Committee of the Ceylon Chirch Union. We 
commend this scheme to the prayerful consideration of members 
as well as to those who are eager in the cause of reunion as one 
that is likely to have the support of all shades of opinion in the 
Anglican C ommunion. 


A SCHEME FOR CHRISTIAN UNION 


(based on the South India Scheme 1929, for the union of Anglicans 
| and Methodists in Ceylon) 


~ BASIS OF UNION 


The Anglican Church of Ceylon and the Methodist Connexion 
of Ceylon are assured that the Unity of His Church for Which 
Christ prayed is a unity in Him and in the Father through the 
Holy Ghost and is, therefore, fundamentally a reality of the 
spiritual realm. This unity is expressed in the apostolic faith 
and order of the Church, in its worship and in its whole life. They 
therefore state the following as their basis of union :— 


(a) FAITH AND ORDER 


1. The uniting bodies hold the faith which the Church has ever 
held in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of mankind, and In accor- 
dance with the revelation of God through Him, true God and 
true Man, they acknowledge and_ worship Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, three Persons in one God. 


/ 2. They receive the Holy Scriptures as containing all things 


necessary to salvation and as the ultimate standard of right 
belief and €onduct. By Holy Scriptures they understand 
those books of the Old and New Testaments which have been 
generally accounted canonical in the Church. They. agree 
that the Church hds authority in controversies of Faith, and 
therefore that it isthe interpreter of the meaning of Scripture, 
of which it has ever been the witness and keeper. tina 
note 1.) 


3. They agree that the Apostles’ Creed, the creed aaa 
called the Nicene and the statements of belief regarding the 
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Holy Trinity and the Incarnation contained i in the formula » 
known as the Creed of Athanasius, ought to be received and 
believed entire and that one or the other of the first men- 
tioned shall always be used in the instruction of catechumens 
and at the administration of Holy Baptism. (Footnote 2.) 


4. They believe without limiting the operations of divine grace, 
that the Sacrament of Baptism is universally necessary to 
salvation; that the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist is 
celebrated for a perpetual re-presentation of the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ ; that these two Sacraments were ordained 
by Christ Himself as means of grace by which we are united 
‘to God and through which God works in us. Furthermore, 
they require that these Sacraments shall always be ministered 
with unfailing use of Christ's words of institution and of the 
elements ordained by Him that is to say in the case of Bap- 
tism, water, and in the case of the Eucharist, bread and 
fermented wine of the grape. 


In the latter Sacrament the words of institution shall be 
~ always used as part of the prayer far the consecration of the 
bread and wine. 


5. They believe that God through Christ cpnciabad the Apostolic 
Ministry in His Church, which Ministry He intended to be 
rpetuated ; that God Himself calls men into this Ministry 
through His Holy Spirit and that the function of the Ministry 
is to lead the Church in worship; by preaching and pastoral 
ministrations to declare the whole counsel of God ; to impart 
to His people His manifold grace ; and to bring them into 
the way of salvation. Moreover, they hold that by ordination 
to this Ministry in answer to the prayer of the Church, God 
bestows. a commission to perform the particular functions 
assigned to each several order, and also grace for the due. 


* 
— - 


execution of the same. (J ootnole 3.) | 
, It is the duty of a Bishop to baptize, confirm, absolve, cele- 
brate the Eucharist for the whole Church, to ordain: “ to 

vee * feed the flock of God,” to deliver the whole counsel of God . | 


, 3 by the ministry of the Word and to care for the Church com- 
mitted to his charge. : 


It is the duty of a Presbyter to perform the functions of the 
Episcopate as the Bishop's delegate with the exception of. 
Ordination to the three Sacred Orders and Confirmation. 

The former may not be delegated : the latter only by excep- 
tional authorization. He shall also solemnize Matrimony 
and anoint the sick. As the Bishop's representative he is 


responsible for the welfare of the souls of the people com- 
mitted to his charge. 


It is the duty of a deacon to proclaim the Gospel, and to 
assist the Bishop or Presby ter in the ministration of the > 
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Eucharist ; to preach and to teach wherever he is licensed to 
do so and in all respects to help the senior clergy in the fulfil- 
ment of their responsibilities. ore 

6. They believe tat eyery baptized and confirmed member of 

- - the Church is bound in virtue of his livi ing membership of the 

Body of Christ to take his part in the life of the worshipping 
Church by frequenting the weekly offering of the Eucharist 
on the Lord’s day after the example of the Apostolic Church, 
by giving alms for the support of the C jhurch and the. Ministry a 
and by witnessing to_his Faith in his life and daily conduct. 


_(b) THe EpiscopaTE IN THE UNITED CHURCH 


The uniting bodies recognizing that in every diocese the 
Bishop, the corporate presbyterate, the diaconate and the laity 
have each a proper function (“liturgy *’) in the Common Life of 
the Body of Christ, agree that as a matter of historical fact 
episcopacy has in the past formed an integral part of the Church's 
being. It is, therefore, their explicit intention that episcopacy 

as it was known to the Church in the first three centuries, in a 

form which may be distinguished as “ constitutional,’’ shall be 

an indispensable part of the United Church in the future. 

The meaning which 1s attached to “ Constitutional ” episcopacy 

is as follows :-— 

(1) The bishops shall always perform, their functions in accor- 
dance with the law and constitution of the United Church 
of Ceylon, hereinafter to be defined ;: 

(2) The bishops shall be elected, in such wise that both the clergy 
and the laity of the diocese and the comprovincial episcopate 
retain an effective voice in their appointment ; 

(3) The episcopate of the United Church shall be integrated with 
the existing Anglican episcopate by procuring the first 
consecration of a bishop or bishops at the hands of not less 


| than three bishops in communion with the Church of India, * 
Burma and Ceylon, of whom one shall be the chief consecrator. 
| (4) Every ordination of presbyters shall be performed by the 


laying-on of hands of the bishop and his presbyters and all 
ordinations of bishops shall be performed by not less than 
three bishops on each occasion, the presbyters of the diocese 
concerned being present as corporate witnesses. 


(c) THE INITIAL MINISTRY OF THE UNITED CHURCH 


The uniting bodies agree :— 
(1) That the Bishop (and any Assistant Bishop) of the aalichn 
Diocese of Colombo shall be accepted as a bishop in the 
United Church, provided that he assents to the Basis of 
Union and to the law and Constitution of the United Church. | 
(Note.—In the Constitution provision must be made for the 
appointment of a presiding bishop.). 
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(2) That the ministers of each of the uniting bodies shall receive 

from the other a ministerial authorization such as will com- 
mend their ministries to its congregations. 

That the Anglican ministers shall receive this authorization 
in such a form as will satisfy the Methodist authorities ; 
That the Methodist ministers having first been confirmed 
shall then receive an authorization through 
ordination to the Diaconate and Priesthood. 
Only those so authorized and assenting to the Basis of Union 
ind accepting the law and Constitution of the United Church 
shall for the future be licensed by the bishops to celebrate the 
Holy Communion and ‘to bless and pronounce absolution in 
the name of the Church. 


(3) The Bishop (and Assistant Bishop) and other ministers so 
mutually authorized together with such bishops as may be 
ordained at the inauguration of the Union, shall form the 
initial ministry of the United Church. 

(7) THE INITIAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE UNITED CHURCH 
The uniting bodies agree :— 
That those persons who at the time of the Union have been 

duly baptized with water in the Name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and.of the Holy Ghost will be communicant members of the 

United Church provided’that each one-accepts the Apostles’ (or 

Nicene) Creed and is recognized as a communicant by the 

authorities of the United Church. Similarly all baptized mem- 

bers, the fact. of whose - baptism has been duly verified and 
accepted, shall be Prizem Nr as baptized members of the United 


Church. The same shall hold good of all catechumens within the 
area, in respect of their catachalinenat Expression of acceptance 


_. of the Apostles’ (or Nicene) Creed shall for the future be required 


of all candidates for Baptism. In future all to be admitted to the 
status of communicant shall have received Confirmation or be 
ready and desirous to receive it. Confirmation shall also be 
required of all those desiring ordination. 


(ec) THE WoRSHIP OF THE UNITED C HURCH | 


The uniting bodies agree :— 


That throughout the history of the Church the Eucharist has 
been the central act .of its common worship, and therefore that in 
any future provision: which may be made in ‘order to embody 
existing forms of worship, the principle of the centrality of the 
Eucharist shall be secured. Those elements in the Eucharist 
which are agreed to be indispensable will be set forth hereinafter. 
Freedom shall be allowed to continue such other forms of worship 
as may be in use at the time of the Union so long as they do not: 
rane’ with the Doctrine, Constitution or Laws of the United 
Churc 


(f) THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH 
The uniting bodies agree 


1. That the United Church shall be free in all spiritual matters 
from the direction or interposition of the civil power ; 


2. That it shall be autonomous, but in using this freedom the 
United Church shall pay due regard to the authority of 
bodies representative of the collective episcopate, such as 
were the first four oecumenical Councils. The United” 
Church would claim to take part in the deliberations and 
decisions of any future oecumenical Council. 


(g) RELATION WITH OTHER CHURCHES 
The uniting bodies agree :— 


That nothing shall be done to interrupt the existing com- 
munion of the Church of Ceylon with the Anglican Communion | 
and Churches in communion therewith. Communicant members 
- of the United Church, when separated from its ministrations or for 
other adequate reasons may worship with non-episcopal bodies, 
but in order not to prejudice further reunion they should abstain 
from receiving Holy Communion from such bodies. After the 
inauguration of the Union, the United Church will be in com- 
munion with the Anglican Communion and with Churches in 
communion therewith. 


(The original draft of this section read as follows :— 


“ That the United Church shall form a constituent province of 
the Anglican Communion and nothing shall be done to interrupt 
the existing communion of the Anglican Church in Ceylon with 
the See of Canterbury and Churches in communion therewith. 
Communicant members of the United Church, when separated 
from its ministrations or for other adequate reasons, may worship 
with non-episcopal bodies, but in.order not to prejudice further 
reunion they should abstain from receiving Holy Communion 
from such bodies. After the inauguration of the Union, ministers 
will be in communion with the See of Canterbury and Churches in 
Communion therewith.’’) 


Footnotes 


Re In the reading of Holy Scripture in public worship, the use 
of the books known as the Apocrypha shall not be orbidden. 


2. The word “ entire ’’ here is essential. — 


3. (a) It is indispensable that there should be recognition of the 
fact that the authority of fhe Ministry is derived from our 
Lord's charge to the Apostles. 
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(b) While it is necessary to emphasize that one of the essential 
functions of the ministry is “ to impart to His people God's 
manifoldgrace,” it should be pointed out that this statement 
is in no way incompatible with a generous admission of 
other means of grace otherwise to be obtained, e. e.g. in the 
reading of the Scriptures. 


(c) In this phrase the word “ impart ” is especially important, 
as expressing the idea of the ministry as an instrumental 
cause in the sphere of grace. 


4. Throughout this document wherever the word “ presbyter ” 
or *‘ priest ‘’-occurs, the words are to bé taken as synony- 
mous. 

WISE WORDS 


THE two passages which follow are quoted from Archbishop 


‘ Temple’s Personal Religion and the Life of Fellowship, pages 


31 and 33. 


* 


“The Church which is to unite all men cannot be merely a 


society into which all can equally well come because there is 


nothing to object to. Unity cannot be effected in that way, for 
if all distinct character is obliterated, no one will even be inter- 


ested in the colourless thing that is left. This is the fatal defect 


of all schemes for re-union by depreciation of differences. . . . 
‘ Let us,’ they say, * have one religion in which all can join.’ But 
if it is one in which all can join, as they are now, ... . then no one 
in fact will join at all, because there will be about it nothing to 


attract a sparrow.” 
* * Gx * 


‘* Some such reqfiirements (sc. the Lambeth Quadrilateral) are 
indispensable to the Catholic Church if it is to fulfil its function, 
for in its desire to draw all men into itself it will lose its character 
and therewith all significance unless it maintains these constant 
reminders of its origin, nature and purpose. Within the limits 
set by this ‘ Quadrilateral’ there may be very great varieties of 
opinion and ceremonial ; but the framework must be secure. 

e are liable at this time (1926) to underestimate the importance 


- of the outward guarantees of order. All the tendencies of our 


generation are towards unity. There is, therefore, a real risk of 
achieving unity on too easy terms ; and if that is done, the unity 
so established will break to pieces again when the swing of the 
pendulum comes, and the tendencies are again towards division.”’ 
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From the Nyasaland Diocesan Chronicle, 
July, 1945 
Kelations with the 


But there remains the question of the action of the Church of 
India, Burma and Ceylon in adopting the South India scheme. 
Has it by that adoption so far identified itself with the intentions 
a position of that church as to compromise its own position 

s part of the Catholic Church? There is a vertain body of 

po: both in England and in India itself; that holds that it has 
so compromised itself and that therefore no province of the 
Anglican Communion can remain in communion with the Church 
of India, Burma and Ceylon without also compromising itself. . 
So strongly do [Some] feel about this, that they are considering 
whether, if the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon cannot 
vindicate itself from the appearance of a breach of Catholic 
Order, they ought not to withdraw from communion not only 
with that church, but also with all other provinces of the Anglican 
Communion, including Canterbury and York, who remain in 
communion with it. Such a withdrawal would be an incalculable 
disaster to the whole Anglican Communion, and there ts still hope 
that it may be averted. For the Archbishop of Canterbury in the 
same address to Convocation dealt at some length with the 
question. His answer may perhaps be summarized a§ follows. 
The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon has accepted the scheme 
for the United Church to the extent of allowing the four dioceses 
concerned, Madras, Travancore, Tinnevelly and Dornakal, to carry 
out their practically unanimous desire to enter into the union. 


_ But he adds that he cannot take the view held by some that 
in so doing it * becomes itself subject to the terms of the Scheme 
and in particular to those clauses which deal with the relation of 
the Church of South India with other Churches in India.”” ‘‘ The 
Scheme,” he concludes, * deals exclusively with the.Church of 
South India: the clauses referring to other Churches and to the 
Church of India, Burma and Ceylon are optative—expressing the 
desires of the Church of South India. By adopting the Scheme, 
the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon certainly allows the 
Church of South India to hold those desires. It in no way has 
bound itsclf to satisfy them.” | 

That interpretation of the action of the C.I.B.C. in adopting the 
scheme seems a very reasonable apd convincing one, and coming 
from the Primate of all England it should at least have the effect 
of delaying any definite action ...at any rate until such time as 
the Church of India, Burma and C eylon makes clear by a state- 


‘ment from its Provincial Synod how it itself interprets its action 
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in adopting thé scheme, and what will be its relations with tlie 
United ¢ hure h when it is inaugurated. 


That inauguration will not take place for two vears, and that 
allows time for further reflection or all sides before any critical 
devision need be made. But that it is a time of crisis for the 
Anglican Communion cannot be denied. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE BIBLE, THE CHURCH AND SOUTH INDIA 


A LITTLE time ago we sent.a copy of this book by Dr. T. G. 
Jalland, published by the Dacre Press at five shillings, to a pri lest 
in South India. . In acknow leds ‘inc it he writes*that the book 
excellent,” and continues : “From my own experience right in 
the middle of the area most directly concerned, and from my own 
knowledge of the conditions and of the views held by some of the 
pre-union ministers of the. South India United Church, I can 
underline many of the possible dangers he points out, and, indeed, 
can say that’these dangers are far more actual, and not only 

possible or hypothetical,” even than he says. At least one 
of the S.1.U.C. ministers, by his own admission, isa Sabellian 
and he is a teacher of theology. 


‘The practical suggestions made by Dr. Jalland will, I fear, 
net meet with any approval out here.” 


If vou have not already done so, procure a copy of the book and 
read it. It will be sent post free on receipt of tive shillings and 
fourpence by the Pax House, 11 Dacre Street, Westminster, 5.W.1 


BY PAX FOR THE COUNCH 


Priesthood and South India. Mascari. 6d. 


Indian Criticisms on the Christian Religion. W. |. Spvnkow-Simpson, 
DD. 6d. 


©. Holy Orders in the Church of England. |. G. Morton Howarp. 6d 
7. Reunion by Destruction. |. 5. Pitor ts. 
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g. Orders and Reunion. 1). Kk. Hlurcninson. 6d. 

11. The Judgement of Scripture. LS. Tuornron, C.K. ts. 
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